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women were working. Never losing
faith, we worked to redeem the promise
of America that all men and women are
created equal. For our daughters and
our granddaughters, today we have
broken the marble ceiling. For our
daughters and our granddaughters, the
sky is the limit. Anything is possible
for them.

The election of 2006 was a call to
change, not merely to change the con-
trol of Congress, but for a new direc-
tion for our country. Nowhere were the
American people more clear about the
need for a new direction than in the
war in Iraq.

The American people rejected an
open-ended obligation to a war without
end. Shortly, President Bush will ad-
dress the Nation on the subject of Iraq.
It is the responsibility of the President
to articulate a new plan for Iraq that
makes it clear to the Iraqis that they
must defend their own streets and their
own security, a plan that promotes sta-
bility in the region and a plan that al-
lows us to responsibly redeploy our
troops.

Let us work together to be the Con-
gress that rebuilds our military to
meet the national security challenges
of the 21st century.

Let us be the Congress that strongly
honors our responsibility to protect
the American people from terrorism.

Let us be the Congress that never
forgets our commitment to our vet-
erans and our first responders, always
honoring them as the heroes that they
are.

The American people also spoke
clearly for a new direction here at
home. They desire a new vision, a new
America built on the values that have
made our country great.

Our Founders envisioned a new
America driven by optimism, oppor-
tunity, and courage. So confident were
they in the America that they were ad-
vancing that they put on the seal, the
great seal of the United States: ‘“‘Novus
ordo seclorum,’”’ a new order for the
centuries. Centuries; they spoke of the
centuries. They envisioned America as
a just and good place, as a fair and effi-
cient society, as a source of hope and
opportunity for all.

This vision has sustained us for over
200 years, and it accounts for what is
best in our great Nation: liberty, op-
portunity, and justice.

Now it is our responsibility to carry
forth that vision of a new America into
the 21st century. A new America that
seizes the future and forges 2lst-cen-
tury solutions through discovery, cre-
ativity, and innovation, sustaining our
economic leadership and ensuring our
national security. A new America with
a vibrant and strengthened middle
class for whom college is affordable,
health care is accessible, and retire-
ment reliable. A new America that de-
clares our energy independence, pro-
motes domestic sources of renewable
energy, and combats climate change. A
new America that is strong, secure,
and a respected leader among the com-
munity of nations.
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And the American people told us
they expected us to work together for
fiscal responsibility, with the highest
ethical standards and with civility and
bipartisanship.

After years of historic deficits, this
110th Congress will commit itself to a
higher standard: pay-as-you-go, no new
deficit spending. Our new America will
provide unlimited opportunity for fu-
ture generations, not burden them with
mountains of debt.

In order to achieve our new America
for the 21st century, we must return
this House to the American people. So
our first order of business is passing
the toughest congressional ethics re-
form in history. This new Congress
doesn’t have 2 years or 200 days. Let us
join together in the first 100 hours to
make this Congress the most honest
and open Congress in history. 100
hours.

This openness requires respect for
every voice in the Congress. As Thomas
Jefferson said, ‘“‘Every difference of
opinion is not a difference of prin-
ciple.” My colleagues elected me to be
Speaker of the House, the entire House.
Respectful of the vision of our Found-
ers, the expectation of our people, and
the great challenges that we face, we
have an obligation to reach beyond
partisanship to work for all Americans.

Let us stand together to move our
country forward, seeking common
ground for the common good. We have
made history; now let us make
progress for the American people.

May God bless our work, and may
God bless America.
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Before we move forward, because
there are so many children here and so
many of them asked me if they could
touch the gavel, I wanted to invite as
many of them who wanted to come for-
ward to come join me up here. I know
my own grandchildren will.

Let’s hear it for the children. We’'re
here for the children. For these chil-
dren, our children, and for all of Amer-
ica’s children, the House will come to
order.

I am now ready to take the oath of
office from the Dean of the Congress of
the United States, Mr. DINGELL. In ac-
knowledging him, I also want to ac-
knowledge Speaker Foley who has been
with us as well.

Mr. DINGELL then administered the
oath of office to Ms. PELOSI of Cali-
fornia, as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will
support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; that you will
bear true faith and allegiance to the
same; that you take this obligation
freely, without any mental reservation
or purpose of evasion; and that you will
well and faithfully discharge the duties
of the office on which you are about to
enter, so help you God.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

Mr. DINGELL. Congratulations,
Madam Speaker.
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SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS

The SPEAKER. According to prece-
dent, the Chair will swear in the Mem-
bers-elect en masse.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. HOLT. I have a parliamentary in-
quiry, Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may
state his inquiry.

Mr. HOLT. In light of the fact that
there are nonpartisan and partisan
lawsuits under way with regard to
Florida’s 13th Congressional District
and that the votes of 18,000 voters were
not recorded on the paperless elec-
tronic voting machines in an election
decided by only 369 votes, may I ask for
the record whether a notice of contest
has been filed with the Clerk on behalf
of CHRISTINE JENNINGS pursuant to law
and what effect, if any, today’s pro-
ceedings have on the pending contests?

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised
by the Clerk that a notice of contest
pursuant to statute, section 382 of title
2, United States Code, has been filed
with the Clerk. Under section 5 of arti-
cle I of the Constitution and the stat-
ute, the House remains the judge of the
elections of its Members. The seating
of this Member-elect is entirely with-
out prejudice to the contest over the
final right to that seat that is pending
under the statute and will be reviewed
in the ordinary course in the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

Mr. HOLT. I thank the Speaker.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. PUTNAM. Parliamentary
quiry, Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may
state his inquiry.

Mr. PUTNAM. Am I correct, Madam
Speaker, that the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BUCHANAN) has been cer-
tified by the Secretary of State as duly
elected from the 13th District of Flor-
ida?

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is
correct.

Mr. PUTNAM. I thank the Speaker.

The SPEAKER. If the Members-elect
will rise, the Chair will now administer
the oath of office.

The Members-elect and Delegates-
elect and the Resident Commissioner-
elect rose, and the Speaker adminis-
tered the oath of office to them as fol-
lows:

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that
you will support and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States against
all enemies, foreign and domestic; that
you will bear true faith and allegiance
to the same; that you take this obliga-
tion freely, without any mental res-
ervation or purpose of evasion; and
that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which
you are about to enter, so help you
God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You
are now Members of the 110th Congress.

———
MAJORITY LEADER

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, as
chairman of the Democratic Caucus, 1

in-
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